THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

Greville, Lord Brooke, pub. in 1652, rptd. by Sir S. E. Brydges in
1816, and ed. for the Tudor and Stuart Library (O.U.P.) by
Nowell Smith (1907). There are several good modern biographies.
The fullest is, perhaps, that of H. R. Fox-Bourne (1862) rptd, in
the Heroes of the Nations Series (1891). A very useful monograph
by M. W. Wallace was pub. the C.U.P. in 1915, and a more recent
study by Mona Wilson appeared in 1931. The long article in the
D.N.B. by Sir S. Lee should also be consulted.

Critical works are very numerous. A useful bibliography is in-
cluded in M. S. Goldman's Sir Philip Sidney and the Arcadia (Vol. 17
Illinois Studies in Language and Literature). R. W. Sandvoort in his
valuable work, Sidnefs Arcadia. A Comparison between the two Versions
(Amsterdam, 1928), gives an account of dissertations on Sidney.

THOMAS WATSON (1557-92)

Thomas Watson, a poet of no originality but with considerable
skill as an imitator of Petrarch and other foreign models, was the
first of the Elizabethan poets to make a name as a sonneteer. His
first book of verse 'Ejcaro/Mraflia or Passionate Centurie of Love ap-
peared in 1582. It consists of a hundred poems described as
"sonnets", though each contains eighteen lines. They are a cento
of trs. from Petrarch and other Italian and French writers.
Watson acknowledges his borrowing in footnotes. 'E/caro^7ra#/a was
very-popular and was much imitated. It was rptd. by the Spenser
Society in 1869. In 1590 Watson pub. a tr. of Italian songs
called The First Sett of Italian Madrigalls Englished, and in 1593
his second sonnet sequence The Tears of Fancie^ or Love disdained.
These sonnets are in the usual fourteen line form, and con-
tain poetry of some merit. They were rptd. in Sidney Lee's
Elizabethan Sonnets (English Garner, 1904, see p. 204). Watson also
pub. a number of Latin poems including a free tr. of the Amwfa of
Tasso, which was tr. into English hexameters by Abraham
Fraunce. Watson's English poems, excluding the madrigals, were
rptd. by Arber in his English Reprints (1870, reissued, 1895).

Accounts of Watson's Life are to be found in the D.N.B. (art.
by Sir S. Lee), and in Arber's introd. to his ed. There is an article
by Janet G. Scott on The Source of Watson's "Tears of Fancie" in
M.L.R., Vol. XXI, 1936.

EDMUND SPENSER (1552-99)
Works.

Spenser's earliest writings to be pub, probably appeared in
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